Real-life superhero
Captain Austradia,
whose aims are to
prenent crime and
Inspire civilians to
be: better people.

THE SUPER
HUMAN LEAGUE

Office workers by day, veal-life superheroes ave vidding the world of evil, one
spander swit at a teme. Fighting crime, corruption and environmental destrietion,
these costumed crusaders are growing in wwmbers — faster than a speeding bullet
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aptain Australia iz a regular dad
with a sensible job, a steady
incorme, a loving family — and

a secret identity as a crims-
fighting masked avengsr.

“a]] the evidence defies that I'm a sang man,”
says Captain Australia, who shares his Brishans
hicle-cul witl his alter ege, wile and one-year
old son. “I'm not insane, but the more 1 dsny i
e more convincing an argument 1 make that
I'm gquite mad.”

Wearing vellow boots and a green shield
emblazoned with an '@ symbol, Caprain
Australia looks more like a bumblebea thana
fearsome hulle when he arrives for our interdiew
al an innercity pub, He agrees to meat on two
aditions: ke will not diselose his real name,

1 the mask must alvways stay on

Despite the silliness of his outfit and the
memused smirks from onlookers, Cantain
Australia is seriows about his mission Lo fight
apathy, decadsnee, avil and immorality.

“By putting on & mask and a costume, and
saving, Tam a hero, and declaring youTe
going to save the world - if nothing elss;
people will notics.”

His calling 1o the vocation of part-time
super-heroism came shortly after the lirth of
nis son. “The ides just sprang into my mind.

I suddenly realised the world matters, that
peaple are beautiful and life is sacrad. Scoisty
i5 hecoming darker and emptier, less communty-
ariented, We don't pursue our personal
hetterment with any vigour. 1 don't want

that for rmy son.”

A more conventional person might denate
ro charity, wolunteer for a good cause of join
the fire brigade or police force, But, 1o Captain
Australia, these opticns weare too olvious, The
only way to shale people out of their apathetic
haze. he decided, was to put his satety on the
line and become a 'Hero' with a capital 'HY

Ginee then, he's led a douhle life as &
suburban professional aged "somewhers
hetwreon 37 and 407 and a masked crusader,
His escapades are detailed in his online
journal (wiwnancaptainaustralia ne wrhich
shows footage of him chatting to the nomeless,
drunks and prostitutes (to chesr them up
and offer assistance); at Schoolies Weask
[sharing career advice hinebriated
teenagsrs) and ssarching for peo) ile to help
jonly to discover that most people are not
generally i great peril). Eopeciaily hizarre are
Captain Australia's aeohics workout videos,
which are part of his daily weight-loss regimen.

In person, Captain Australia is far less
grazy than you might expect, although clearky
sppentric, The ingenuity of his outfit is also
apparent up close. His mask is a recon fignared

[

Australia?. His original hoots were gold spray-
painted gurmboots, bul thay prover inadequate
for the rigours of policing crime when one of
his toenails fell off. They were replaced by
vallow patent-leather shoes purchased from
an onling kinky apparel vendaor, whils his
rand-gold gloves look as though they'd
he petfact for pruning rosss

“Yes, they'te gardening gloves,” he aclmits
sheepishiy, “1 know the costuma is not all it
could be. [f you want ta be a superhers, the
logistics are nightmarish. It's like inventing a
religion. You've gol. all these trappings, rituals
and necessary things you need 1o creats firsr”

Captain Australia is not alone in his guest
o create the ulimate crime-fi

grest

ighting persona

Acoording 1o the World Superhero Registry
an cnling databese of reallite superheroes -

there are hundreds of masked avengers

patrolling the globe, including maore than

200 in the TS,

“THE COSTUME IS
NOT ALL IT COULD
BE. IF YOU WANT
TO BE A SUPERHERO,
THE LOGISTICS ARE
NIGHTMARISH.
IT'S LIKE INVENTING
A RELIGION”

They first bagan to emerge in the late "BOs,
bt it wasn't until the September 11 attacks
11 2001 that they multiplied exponesotially.
This matley crew of caped crusaders lgured
that if individual tyrants such as Gsama hin
Laden and Saddam Hussein could threaten
the warld, why shouldn't individual real-life
superhomoes attempt 1o save it?

To And cut more about the mevement's
ariging, I ask one of its pionsers, Captain
Czone, 1o explain his conversion.

“It wasn't my idea to become a costurmed
superhamn, General Landrevs Carter and his
clandestine organisation assigned mes on this
misgion &1 15 Bge,” Capiain Ozone says
cryptically (from his headguarters in Belfast,
Ireland). 'T arrived wia Ume latrine as William
James Crone on March 13, 1983, in Washington,
184, which makes me cne of the earliest
roal-life suparherces,”

Thanks Lo an eye-catching enssmble of
white spandex, blue caps and matching

Llue G-string, Captain Ozone has achicved
moerate farne as an environmental crusader
o1 a massion to reducs greenhouse gas
omissions by promeoting renewable enatgy.
He admits his disguiss is a gimmick Lo atract
media attention, but it #lso works covertly to
aveoid the ire of “several oil moguls who would
like to have me silenced”,

In Maples, [taly, 'Entomo the Insect-Man’
has also concocted a fantastical tale explaining
the beginnings of his heroism.

“When 1 was fve or six, [ had a near-death
expariance that almest blewr up my mind
forever. [t awoke a hidden part of my naturs
and made me ‘connected’ to a parallel plane
of consciousness related to insects and
arthropacds. This was the day [ becamne the
Insect-Man,” says Entoma.

Sinee 2007, Entomoe has patrolled the
“crazy, wild and dangerous” streets of Naples
to restore equilibrium in a world that's tipped
off kilter, describing himself as a detective,
crime fighter, activist and environmentalist.
“T'm very famous in [taly, even if [ don't care
about popularity. I'm not a vigilants, Dt a
quardian - an ‘Agent of Balance'” he says

Many reallife superheroes periorm good
deods such as visiting hospitals, attending
anvironmenial rallies, helping the eldarly cross
strests and giving sandwiches to the homeles:
Oithers, judging from their MySpace profiles,
are in it puzely for the glory, They wear fancy
costurmes and talk the talk, but there's scant
pvidence they ever leave thenr garages.

“There's a guy making YouTube videos
where he fakes fighting with gangs. That's
painful and sad. A real hero dossn't necessar il
need 1o blog everything he does,” says Entom
"It's ahaut deeds, not words. We must inspirs,
wie're fiving symbels.”

The most committed superheross shane
a few traits in common, Thay devote many
hours to designing, tweeaking and perfecting
the quality 4 fit of their costumes. Spandex
and masks are popular, but not obligatory.
They earry & utilicy bels for torches, first-aid Kit
plastic handouffs and a wa kie-talkie. They us
the internet 1o promote themselves, possess
pagic martial arts skills and s W using
dramatic catchphirases such as *Hear my Iz
fear my hite” - one of Entomo's favouritss

Back in Australia, 1 track down another rea
life superhero: & 20-vearold Melburmian callin
himsell Shadow Weoll, who wears an iron mas
and & wetsuit decoraled with a silver shield,

[ contact him iz his MySpace profile o fir
out abaut his goals, “T'd be more than happy t
answer any gquestions you have, but this Wes
is ot the hest time for me.” he replies. *If you
like, vz can sort something out next week.” |
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the loneliness of his guest. ]
disheartened when he real
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together a5 & ‘COrmnit
the oddity of his voration,
anc Captein Australia wa
to b taken seriousiy
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puUrpose in life ig 1o ridicnls ©

stain Australia's

rombat skills on his own enti-here blog

But when [

AND THEN A HERO
COMES ALONG...

pMere mortals have been captivated
by superharoes ever Since Achion
Camics introduced Superrman

in 1928, foliowed Dy the adwvant

of Batrman in 1239 and Waondar
Wiarnan in 1241,

in the '60s and 705, Iron Man,
Snider-Man, Waolvering, Tha
Eantastic Four and The Incredible
Hulls arrived to save the world from
el weowinig WS with their spider-
like agility, impenebabla armous,
mutant genealogy and
superhuman strength,

Eor 70 years, these uperneroes
have raked in bifliors of dollars fior
their creators, Marvel Comics and
O Camics, which = in acdition to
ocraming the rights to all ther cormic
books and films = co-own the
tracamark to the term 'super hero’,

Marval Comic's nest film
instalment, frarr Man 2, starring
Rebert Downey Jrand Gwymeth
Paltrowe, 15 in cinamas April 29,

it seams even Grodd
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BP0SE |7 There can't
be a hero without a villain
Consider me & ‘necassary
[zic] ewil!, if wou will,” writes
Grodd, a super-allain and
a terrible spellern

Mot andy have real-life
superhsioes spewned thei
CWATL COUNLETTNOVETTLETIT,
theywe inspired the best-
gelling tean superiiero
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